Systems for the year 2000: the case for an integrated database.
Analysis of the requirements for information management in the various segments of the health care delivery system indicates that the needs of the various user groups overlap, arguing that an integrated information system should be shared between groups. Trends in health care policy suggest that the health care database should be global in scope, not limited to one health care facility. The design of an integrated health care information system that permits local autonomy requires a new approach to systems architecture.